in Arusha, concluded that building a harbour in Mwambani Bay "will probably wipe out the local coelacanth population".
Coelacanths Harbour threat for coelacanths depth are "quite contorted", says Ferraccioli. That's not good news for those looking to drill unaltered ice layers to search for gas bubbles and other climate records from the past.
Meanwhile, AGAP's seismology team has deployed 24 seismological stations on the ice sheet above the Gamburtsevs. "This is the first time that there's been an array of stations in the middle of Antarctica that have run successfully all year long, " says Douglas Wiens of Washington University in St Louis, Missouri, the team's co-leader. The stations have been gathering data on the subsurface structure by measuring seismic waves from large earthquakes, such as the Szechuan quake of May 2008, which pass through the Gamburtsevs on their way to the top of the ice sheet.
The seismic work was one of the few projects not affected by the funding shortages that have plagued polar research projects in recent years. The unrelated POLENET project, for instance, had to dramatically scale back the number of seismic and global positioning system stations it planned to install around Antarctica in the most recent field season. And in AGAP, the airborne survey had to cut back on its planned number of flights by about 20%, says Bell.
Still, she says, the Gamburtsev project wouldn't have happened any other way. "The framework of the IPY, " she says, "really let us launch a major expedition in the most difficult place to work. "
